, on the other hand, produces positive evidence in support of the saccular theory. Lockwood (8) and Langton (9) In other varieties some surgeons purposely leave the lower portion of the sac in situ. Barker (n) divides the sac half an inch below the external ring., leaving the scrotal portion, the open end of which he ligatures. Maclauren (12) If we closely analyse the operations at present in use we are struck by the fact that they have only one thing in common? namely, obliteration of the neck of the sac at the internal ring. Further, we note that in recent years the tendency has been to make the skin incision at a higher level than has been customary in the past, but, as far as I know, there is no operation in which the internal ring is cut directly down upon without interfering with the parts below, although the aim of all is eventually to get at the internal ring.
In the past too much importance has been given to tne tecnnique of the numerous operations in vogue and too little to the principles involved.
Last month, on looking through some of the older literature on the subject, I found that Bennett (15) 
